Assignment 17 (Unit 7-2)
Identifying Key Information

In this assignment, you will practice identifying key information from a primary
source document using the “Who, What, When, Where, Why” method.

Instructions and Questions

Print the four-page primary document that begins on page 3 of this assignment.
Read the document and answer the questions on pages 1 and 2 of this
assignment. After completing the questions, refer to the assignment summary on
page 7 to check your answers.

1. What type of document are you looking at?

2. ls it written or drawn by hand or is it mechanically reproduced (by a
typewriter or computer software)?

3. Whois the author?

4. What is the tone?

5. When was the document created and how do you know?




Where was the document created?

. Why was the document created and under what circumstances?

. If you have information about the issue, does the document agree with
what you have learned, or does the information contradict the information
you have?

. Do you have any questions requiring follow-up research?
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Assignment Summary

The document is a “field minute,” an official report about a visit to the High Bar
Reserve and surrounding area.

The document was written by hand.
The author is P. O’Reilly, I. R. C. (Indian Reserve Commissioner).

The tone of the document is formal. It is a first person report to a superior. It also
has a subjective viewpoint.

The document was created on January 23, 1882. The date appears at top of the
report.

The document was written from Victoria, BC.

It was written by Commissioner O’Reilly to report to his superior, the Right
Honourable Superintendent of Indian Affairs. O’Reilly reported on his visit to the
High Bar area to reserve land for the Indians living there. O’Reilly reported on
numbers of people and stock, and assessed the living conditions for the
inhabitants. There is a moral, superior tone to his writing.
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